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Role of Common Theological Points of Shiism and Sunnism
in Proximity of Islamic Sects

By: Esmail Danesh *

Abstract

Muslims of different sects hold several things in common concerning religious and
theologicalissuessuch as, theology, theism, necessityofprophecy, characters ofthe
Prophet (S.A) like revelation, immunity from sins and polytheism (be it before or after
they became prophet). Observing and emphasizing these common grounds and
cooperatingand having dialogues among Muslim scholars will result in decrease of
disagreements and fanaticism and prepares the way for unity and proximity.

Establishing academic and cultural centers can also be influential in the process of
unity and cohesion in the Muslim community. These centers let the followers of
different sects get familiar with each other and realize the facts that help bridge the
ideological gaps between different religions.

Byusinginternational Medias which are in line with the objectives of unity and
which does not advocate religious fanaticism as well as joint Friday prayers can greatly

influence religious cohesion in Islamic community.

Keywords: Lecturer, Shiite, Sunni, Proximity, Unity, [slamic Sects, Monotheism,

Reasoning, Justice, Prophecy, Immunity from sin.

*- Researcher and Author.
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Muslim Countries Foreign Policy Regarding Unity

By: Zamin Ali Habib *

Abstract

One of the valuable concepts in Islam is the concept of unity. The Quran and the
Prophet (S.A) and Imams (A.S) have emphasized the importance of unity and warned
against the negative consequences of disunity and its effects on the socio-political
aspects of Muslim community.

Not onlyunity and cohesion are emphasized in Islam but but basically theyare
accepted aslogical points, in other words, everyone who is mentally healthy would
accept this fact theoretically even if they practically act otherwise.

The present article underlines magnitude and necessity of unity in foreign policy of
Islamic states. Through attention to the common grounds, leadership,
religious-political Marja’iat (Prophet (S.A) and Infallible Imams (A.S)) unity in legal
system and foundation of the laws (Quran and Sunnah), and unity and benefits of it for
Islamic Ummah- the Muslim countries would become influential in international
developments if they observe the followings:

a. Paying less attention to the boarders and territory- as boarder clashes is one of
the major challenges in the way of unity in the foreign policy of Muslim countries.

b. Having bilateral defense agreements in order to defend Islam world (Dar
Al-Salam) such as the Madina Agreement and not having such agreements with
non-Muslim countries.

c. Establishing multinational companies in order to attract idle capitals and create a
producing culture instead of a consuming one.

d. Eliminating disunityand preventing sectarian clashes amongdifferent Islamic
sects.

Not only Muslim counties will become influential in international developments but

*- Researcher and Author.



also they can become decision makers, provided that theyconsider unity of Islamic

Ummah when it comes to foreign policies.

Keywords: Unity, Policy and International Relations, State, Islam and Nation
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Comparative review of Islamic Unity and Nationalism

By: Ghorbanali Hadi*

Abstract

The present article compares proximity of Islamic religions with nationalism in five
sections. The first section deals with generalities and explains proximity, unity,
nationalism, and the backgrounds of proximity and nationalism.

The second section elaborates on nationalism and different periods of its
development in the world. Through the writer[lpoint of view nationalism is a political
belief and the 1789 French Revolution with its nationalistic backgrounds has been an
influential event in the development of nationalism.

The third section describes the relation of proximityofreligions and nationalism
and explains viewpoints ofthe Quran and sayings of the Prophet (S.A) concerning
cohesion among Islamic religions.

The Quran says that the major factor for crating unity and cohesion is the united
source of creation and man-God relation.

The Prophet (S.A) introduces jurisprudence and following the Ahlebayt (S.A) as
the major factors in achieving unity and cohesion. Imam Ali (A.S) also indicates the
actions ofthe Prophet (S.A) asimportant signs in reachingunityand cohesion, and
recommends Muslims to be united and forbids them from disunity and discord.

Considering the above points, proximity of religions is a movement which tries to
achieve material and spiritual prosperity through uniting the followers of all religions;
however, nationalism, being founded on race, attempts to brake the rules, abuse power,
and holds prejudice and is illogical.

The fourth section describes the consequences of disunity and introduces strategies
for attaining unity and cohesion. The factors influencing unity and cohesion are divided

into two groups: the internal and the external ones. The external ones are colonizers

*- Expert in Law, M.A in Philosophy and Theology.



and cultural invasion, to name but a few; examples of internal ones are discord among

Muslims, nationalism, and religious prejudice.

The author names the followings as the backbone of cohesion and unity: respecting
the others, emphasizing religious common grounds, attention to the Quran, the

Prophet (S.A) and actions of Imam Ali (A.S)
Keywords: Proximity ofreligions, West, the Holy Prophet (S.A), Nationalism,

Islam, Prejudice, Rulling, Imam Ali (A.S), Society, Politics
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Ten Theses

By: Dr. Jirgen Todenhdofer *
Translated by Dr. Hadi Reza Zadeh

Abstract

Dr. Jirgen Todenhdfer (67) has been an executive at a major European media
group for more than 20 years. From 1972; he was a conservative member of German
political party Christian Democratic Union of Germany in German’s Federal
Parliament.

Inrecent years, after September 11th attacks he traveled to different Islamic
countries and realizing the historical oppression of colonization to Muslims he
resigned as a politician and wrote some books about the wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and
Arab countries- his latest book is titled " Why do you kill, Zaid?"

With the royalties earned from his two bestsellers about the wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq, Jirgen Todenhofer founded an orphanage for children in Afghanistan and is
financing a hospital for children in Congo.

Dr. Todenhdfer plans to use the profits from "Why do you kill, Zaid? "to help
injured Iraqirefugee children and finance a project that promotes reconciliation
between Israclis and Palestinians.

The German author has summed up what he has learned through his reading and
on his travels in 10 theses. He has attempted to appreciate the events caused by
colonization and the West oppressions in the Middle East from the viewpoint ofa
Muslim.

In spite of the fact that he couldn’t express his real viewpoints, for some good
reasons, about Israel and its aggressions and even has some weak points and
contradictions in 10 Theses, if we consider his work as a whole we realize that he
praises and defends Muslims and Islamic countries even the Holy Prophet (S.A) more
than that of the Jews (and not the Zionists) and his work is appreciable.

Keywords: 10 Theses, Islam world, Iran, Middle East, Challenges and solutions.
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Variety of religions, Cause of Cohesion

By: Mohammad Ali Taskhiri *

Abstract

Religion ofIslam holds various characters, namely realistic, natural, balanced,
comprehensive, flexible, and moderate. Because of the above traits of Islam, an Islamic
planningand real unity is achievable while acceptingideological differences within
normal range.

According to this view regarding Islamic sect unity, appearance of today[]dslamic
sects and the former ones seems natural and in order not to let religious discord
influence growth of Islamic society, the unity movement among Islamic sects should go
on according to the fivefold package and different sects[followers should act according
to the followings:

Cooperating in the issues they agree upon; excusing each other in the issues they
disagree upon; refraining from calling each other as [infidelaiid accusing each other of
religious innovators; not scolding each other for their beliefs; respecting each other in
dialogues; refraining from insulting sanctities; and accepting freedom of religion.

The role of scholars should be emphasized in the process of unity. The article

indicates the 12 points about the value of scholars also for Islamic cohesion.

Keywords: Variety of Religions, Islamic Realistic Approach, Islamic Sects,
Proximity Movement, Discord among Religions, Appearance of Islamic Sects,

Commitment to the principles of unity.

*- Secretary General of the World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought.
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