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Religious coexistence

By Dr. Mohammad Ali Khaledian *

The Qoran’s verses as well as the Prophet’s tradition,the Sunnah, indicate and
insist on one principle, i.e. religious coexistence. There are three types of Qoranic
verses concerning religious and peaceful coexistence of Muslims with the followers of
other religions.

1. Verses negating practice of force on people to change their beliefs.

2. Verses encouraging Muslims to be friendly and caring with non-Muslims.

3. Verses insisting on peaceful coexistence with the followers of other religions.

The Prophet and the Caliphs always behaved gracefully and kindly with Christians
and Jews as it is clarified in treaties with them in which the followers had freedom of
thought as well as owning and renovating their temples.

On the other hand, theologians and sages, with insisting on exchange of thoughts,
ignoring ethnical and religious differences, promoting concepts such as humanity,
wisdom, peace and love laid the groundwork for religious coexistence.

The present article attempts to highlight the mystics’[¢ontributions to the
development of religious coexistence. Relying on the custom and words of some pious
mystics, the author aims at presenting a world without double standards and conflicts.

Emphasizing on religious prejudice and conflicts will result in widening the gap

between man and God and the Prophet’s recommendations.

Keywords: religious coexistence ofreligions and sects, peace, intellect, freedom,

justice, overcoming prejudice, dialogue, recognition.

* Faculty member of Azad University Gorgan Branch.
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Fundamental Nature of Hajj

YVY

5- Taqhsir: At this stage, the pilgrim distracts his attention from spiritual
enjoyments and directs it to physical ones. In this level, everything is Halal, lawful,[lfor
the pilgrim except for smelling aroma and having sexual intercourse.

6- Moving towards Arrafat: Position of confessing sins and acquiring knowledge.

7- Moving towards Mashaar: a place in which the pilgrims acquire wisdom and
vigilance

8- Moving towards Mena: the land of hope and mercy, where the pilgrim’s prayer
is answered and he/she requests God to bestow material and spiritual prosperity upon
him/her.

9- Ramye Jamarat for three purposes: stoning inner Satan (spirit of lasciviousness),
outer Satan (devil and its companions), and human devils, i.e. the enemies of religion
and Islam.

10- Sacrifice: the act of showing devotion for reaching the beloved.

11-Halgh or Taghsir: Removing the rest of impurities, wickedness, and clean hart
from vanity, egotism, and hypocrisy.

12-Tawaf Nessa: to show that even if one reaches God’s bondage, he still requires
God’s favor to control his sexual instinct.

Third stage: making a journey from man to man: passing this stage is even harder
than the first and second ones since in the first and second stages one was involved
with self-constructing acts, but at this stage the individual is involved with constructing
others, i.e. the pilgrim is obliged to convey whatever he/she has learned in Hajj to

others.

Keywords: Hajj, Omreh, struggle, Saffa, Marve, sacrifice, Tawaf, Taghsir, Arrafat,

Mashar, Mena



Fundamental Nature of Hajj

By Abdul Ali Bagheri *

Fundamental Nature of Hajj has different stages

The first stage is making a journey from man to God, forgetting everything other
than God to reach Him. This stage contains other stages within:

Firstly, Repentance: saying no to inner Satan and outer devil and moving toward
God

Secondly, Awareness: full awareness and attention to the importance of God’s
house.

Thirdly, Removing: removing satanic characteristics from ego and filling ego with
divine characteristics.

Fourthly, Refining: refining heart and distinguishing between right and wrong.

The second stage is making a journey from God to God, continuing relation with
Him, and trying to stabilize this relation. This stage requires performing some rituals:

1-Ehram: Entering to an area in which some acts are religiously unlawful for the
pilgrim.

2- Tawaf of the Kaaba: this act resembles the angles[turning around God’s throne.

3- Tawaf prayer: when one reaches God’s bondage level, he/she is obliged to recite
gratitude prayer

4- Struggling between Safa and Marve: bringing back the sweet memory of
Abraham and picturing a woman’s hope to the blessing of God, who finally achieves

her goal.

* Researcher and author, supervisor of International Society for the Proximity of Islamic

Religions, fourth grade of Jurisprudence and Principles.
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Law and organ donation of a brain-dead person

By Mir Sajjad Hashemi *

The problem of organ donation of brain dead people is that it is involved with the
law of respecting corpse.

Since organ transplants is clinically possible only a few minutes after death, doctors
draw considerable attention to brain-dead people. In a death from brain damage, the
organs are operational, but mind, i.e. the commanding center does not operate. This
means there is no soul in the corpse. Brain-dead bodies are introduced to the organ

transplants bank, since all the organs of their bodies are healthy.

Organ transplants of the deceased is possible only if the individual has permited it
in his/her will or it would be possible to ask permission before death. The permission
would be obligatory, unless a Muslim is in a critical condition and only organ
transplants can save him/her. This condition goes back to the fact that keeping
someone alive is more important than the permission of the deceased. Other than the
two above-mentioned conditions, the corpse cannot, by law, be used for organ

transplants.

Keywords: dead body, brain dead, organ transplants, will, heir

* Master |degree in private law.



Role of Islamic revolution in awakening and uniting Muslims

*
By Seyed Mehdi Bozorgi

Today the world of Islam with its glowing record of accomplishments has
encountered different inner problems. Colonial powers and superpowers, who find
their continued existence in destroyingand undermining Islam, try to do everything
they can to prevent Muslims from getting united and make everyeffort to fan the
flames of discord between Muslims. Under present circumstances, it is necessary for all
the Muslims and Muslim countries to unite against colonizers[Jsatanic goals.

Bythe victory of Islamic revolution of Iran and Imam Khomeini’s unity policy,
Iran’s ambition of confronting the colonizer powers was realized.

Assessing role of Islamic revolution in awakening and uniting Muslims, the present
writing indicates Iran’s plan towards a homogeneous domestic and foreign policy
underlining attention to the principles, which are common between Islamic sects and
away from discord and the effects of unity on the development of diplomatic ties. The
author reviews grounds of discord between Muslims and the solutions to realization of
Islamic unity from Imam Khomeini’s standpoint. Moreover, he analyzes measures
adopted by Iran to realize this through holding international conferences and founding

the World Forum for Proximity of Schools of Thought.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Islamic Unity, Discord, Common principles, Islamic
brotherhood, Imam Khomeini, United Ommah, International Assembly for Proximity

of Islamic sects, Islamic Conference Organization

* MA in International Relations.
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Reconsidering Islamic thought and flexibility in Islamic Laws
By Mohammad Ali Taskhiri ¥

Constant reconsideration of form and meaning of Islamic thoughts is necessary and
evident. Reconsidering Islamic thoughts seems inevitable since in today’s world
changes occur so fast and these changes bring about new issues. Underlining the
importance ofreconsideration, the author introduces I[jtihad as a tool for balancing
new facts against Islamic Laws and devising new ideological formulas, inspired by holy
Islamic sources, which can answer new questions raised through today’s developments.
The author believes that this opportunity in Islam goes back to its flexibility. He
introduces some instances of flexibility in Islamic Law, and at the end declares rules
founding the order of reconsideration. Advising caution to non-experts not to get
involved in this process, the author introduces two approaches for achieving
reconsideration ofIslamic thoughts. These approachesare namelyconsensus Ijtihad

and close cooperation of Mojtahids and specialists of different scientific fields.

Keywords: reconsideration, flexibility, Islamic thought, Ijtihad, Islamic Law

* Secretary General of The International Society for Proximity of Islamic Schools of
Thought.
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